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A Message from the Principal

Although Igra Academy is now
starting its eleventh academic year,
we continue to adapt and refine our
program in response to the needs of
our students.

Beyond the adjustments to our
teacher and classroom assignments,
we are making some changes in the
content of our curriculum. In Sci-
ence classes, returning parents may
notice some changes as we make
changes to follow the newly updated
state science curriculum (grades K
to 5). In our upper level math
classes (grades 4 and 5), we have
made the switch from the Everyday
Math textbook to the Saxon Math
System, to help students stay in
practice on topics they've covered,
while learning new skills. These are
the most obvious changes in our
classroom instruction, and they re-
flect Igra's mission of providing stu-
dents with an excellent academic
and Islamic education.

Another component of our
ocontinuous qual.
efforts takes place later this fall,
when the 3rd and 5t grades will par-
ticipate in the ITBS (lowa Test of
Basic Skills). The ITBS is a nation-
wide standardized testing program
that provides valuable information
about how each child is learning. We
use the results to guide our teaching
activities, for the grade levels

tested, and for each student within
those grades. It is important to

make sure your child arrives on

time on testing days, after having a
good breakfast, so the testing re-
sults give us the most accurate in-

Look I nside to

formation possible about your child's
abilities and knowledge.

To help improve the effectiveness of
our classroom teachers, a number of
volunteers -- parents and sisters in
the community --are pitching in to
work with our teachers and stu-
dents. Their assistance makes it
possible for the classroom teachers
to maintain the flow of their teach-
ing, without leaving any students
behind in their understanding. We
are very grateful for the extra help
they provide, and their willingness
to share their time assisting our stu-
dents.

Every fall, | take special delight in
sharing the excitement of the new
preschoolers and their parents as
they come to Igra. Itis a such a joy
to watch how the young children
absorb new material so rapidly --how
quickly they've memorized the
surahs, duas, and nasheeds, and
how especially impressive they are
with their teachers. We strongly
encourage parents to bring pre-
schoolers to Igra at an early age, so
they can take satisfaction in seeing
how rapidly the youngsters acquire
social skills and make new friends.
We've not had 22 & 3 year olds cry
for more than two of their first days

Board, who are all working together
to improve the education our stu-
dents receive. The teachers are truly
the heart of the school programs, and
| am hoping for this year, InshaAl-
lah, to have additional opportunities
to facilitate growth and development
among all our teachers. They are all
clearly motivated, with the best of all
intentions, to teach their students as
well as possible. My commitment is
to help find ways to make their ef-
forts even more effective, with the
students they serve.

As part of that commitment, | am
inviting all parents to actively par-
ticipate in their child's learning ex-
periences. Any assistance you give
them at home, helps them learn more
from each day of class. Many teach-
ers have already offered special tips
and suggestions for parents, and
Ohomeworkdé so pare
prove their child's understanding. A
lesson we've learned from our strug-
gling students in past years, is that
parents -- as well as teachers --need to
intervene early in the school year,

with any learning difficulties. In-
shaAllah, with Allah's mercy, we will

all apply that lesson and more, to

help Igra’s students grow in knowl-
edge and iman, throughout this

school
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School Board Update

Al Il hamdul Il il ah with Al Il ahds Withregardstofinancial standing and the negative
new school year despite a turbulent summer break. The deficit in the budget, the school needs help by whatever
school opened its gate and welcomed old and new stu- means possible. Let me remind us all, that each dollar
dents. From what | have observed and felt since my in- counts. Monthly donations are appreciated as it pro-
vol vement with the school i <vides school with steady funds. You can donate online
enabling our efforts. as well using secured Paypal service.
Al t hough oO0school 6 i s a mod e The bestwaytobalance the budget, fulfill our obliga-
of education, the concept is as old as human history. tions to the community and prepare for the future is to
From Prophet Adam PBUH to Prophet Muhammad increase enrollment. If you are considering Igra Acad-
PBUH, all prophets came with a specific purpose and emy for your child please allow me to personally invite
assignment during their respective times of darkness you to come and see the school and what we offer.
and confusion: Educate the human beings and show
them the right path to be successful in this life and the Our school is a furgan of our time. It is institutions like
life hereafter. ours that differentiate between what is right and what
is wrong in this world. Those who support will be recog-
Though our focus is a younger age population, Igra nized; if not in this world, definitely in the hereafter.
Academy continues to work on that same mission and
objectives. Our miraculous journey from inception Syed I. Nabi
through difficult times further gives witness that Allah Igra Academy Board
is the Absolute Khalig and Most Merciful Sustainer.
) i , B " OR A
The following points summar.i
from the Boardds point of vi PR
1 We have obtained a new Tax ID and registered
the school as a new entity P 7 o @ 0
91 Application to the IRS is underway to obtain a
new tax -exempt status ¢ ] °
1 This should not affect your donations as . . .
accounts of school and ISGSLC are OR R AND R A
separate and your contributions, if
specified for either institution, are being . 0 . JIC
deposited in their respective accounts. : O e Lec E
1 We are working with Waterford Institute of . : U
Early Learning in adapting their nationally rec- o} P
ognized system of learning. Once in place, it is = e : i
expected to improve standards and success = S
rates of our students exponentially. W B £

1 We are re-negotiating the rental lease agree-
ment with current landlord.

1 Evaluation is underway to start a capital cam-
paign; again by All ahos
is helping us in this effort.

f Last, but not least: Budget for year 2010 -2011 e
assess a need for approximately $140,000 after
all committed dues including tuition, zakat,
automatic monthly withdrawal donations are
obtained.

Igra Academy of Utah admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges,
programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions poli-

cies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school -administered programs.




VOLUME: 2 IQRA PAGE3

SCHOOL NEWS & UPDATES
Iftar and a Movie School E|d Party in the Park

On Monday, Septe-
~| meber 13th, the
students returned
i to school after their
“# Eid Vacation to a

d Party in the Park .

By the grace and
mercy of Allah
(swt) Igra Acad-
emy of Utah and
the Muslim Stu-
dent Association
at the University : =
of Utah hosted a very successful Iftar Dinner and Deen
Show event at Igra, on Friday, August, 27th.

The students made
puppets, played
games, ran races,

Over 200 people attended and brought a dish or two to
share and celebrate the unity education provides for the and then settled in for
community. a special treat, by The

Puppet Players, who
For as t he Q entertained the stu-
0The Bel i ev e dents, parents, and
a single Brotherhood: teachers, with a pup-
So make peace and pet show, and the tell-
reconciliation between ing of a story that re-
your two (contending) quired the
brothers; and fear God, help.
that ye may receive
Mer cy, 6 ( 49: Complete with lunch, treats, and snacks, the party was
enjoyable and a great way to celebrate being Muslim
The evening began with a documentary on Prophet Mu- __ with friends and classmates.
hammad (saw) at seven, followed by iftar, salat -ul ; .
maghrib, and a most bountiful dinner, alhumdulillah.

The men sat outside in the cool air, while the women
and children filled various rooms within the school.

In addition to good company and food, attendees also
had an opportunity to look around the school, purchase
ti ckets f oraTH® AGSeptembes ard, offer
zakat and learn more about Igra Academy.

Thank you to everyone that came, helped, donated, and
overall made the event a success. InshaAllah it will
become an annual event and something to regularly
bring us all together, ameen.
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| Igra Academy benefits from Box Tops for Edu-
cation. You can find the Box Tops logo on many

| items you purchase everyday,
if you cut out the logo and

| turn it into the school we get

| 10 cents.

| So please, help us earn some

easy money, that goes a long
way to help our school, and MAK!Ol!RS(HOOlA(lHAM

| drop off your Box Tops today.




help generate some funds, and the best part of all were the volunteers who did henna and the Igra
Alumni who came to help, especially Aliya Khan who did all the face painting. Thanks to everyone who
came to support the school and to everyone who helped make it happen.
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|l grads Community Ei d Par
On Saturday, September 18th, Igra Academy hosted an Eid Party for the community. There was a Crit-
ter Lady who came and brought critters from around the world to show the kids, face painting, henna,
crafts, balloons, popcorn, drinks, and pizza, all for free.
A smal l bake sale also accompanied the activities|] (s

CRITTER
LADY

ARTS & CRAFTS
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CLASS UPDATES: EARLY ELEMENTARY

Pre -School & Pre -K Arabic & Islamic Studies

~> | Pre-School has Pre-School: Alhamdulillah the new students are coming
B |nine childrenin - along, we are learning the rules of school and we started
‘ class and has to do our daily work which involves memorizing the

started learning Surah Al -Fatiha, dua for learning,and the shahadah.

| the alphabet, Alhumdulillah we have already learned that Allah (swt)
numbers, shapes, is Al -Khaliq (The Creator) and they know now two col-
and colors. We ors (ahmar and azraq) , one shape (da-erah) and two
love music and numbers (wahid and ethnaani).
story time. We
are still getting Pre-K: MashaAllah the student are eager to learn new
into the routine of things every day. So far we have memorized surah Al -

school and hope to have new students joining us soon. Fatiha and An -Nas, also we have memorized three duas

(for learning, before we eat, when we wake up in the

In Pre -K, morning). They are learning how to write their names in
mashaAl- Arabic. They now know two letters, two numbers, two

lah we colors and two shapes in Arabic. Keep up the good work
have my angels.

seven

children KG: We have a mixture of some students from last year
in- and new ones, so we are having some challenges. Some
class. We know quite a bit and others still have to learn the rules
are learn- A of the classroom, the Arabic alphabet from the begin-

ing the ning , numbers, shapes, and colors, and even how to hold
alphabet, numbers, colors, shapes, and learning what the pencil. Alhumdulillah we are making progress and
each letter says. We also have learned how to write so far we have memorized Surah Al -Fatiha and An -Nas
our names. Next we will learn "All about Me." and three duas. May Allah (swt) help us to have  a won-

derful and successful year with our students.
Sr. Missy Abouhassan
Pre-School and Pre-K Teacher Sr. Soltana Hamidat
Early Elementary Arabic and Islamic Studies Teacher

Kindergarten

Assalam -Alaikum, Welcome to kindergarten!
This is an especially exciting time f
making this a year of learning and fun.

Throughtout the school year children will hear classic stories in two formats, Read
Aloud stories and Big Books in our reading themes. Our current reading theme is
Look at Us! and we will continue this for few more weeks.

In Science we are learning about Our Body Parts and Our Five Senses. We are
doing lots of exciting activities related to these
topics and the kids are enjoying it. In our next unit we will be learning about
o8 Health and Nutrition.

e

‘ﬁ‘ﬁ-_ﬁn‘ In Math so far we have learned about positions (right and left, in and out ,far
=¥ ) and near, top, bottom and middle etc.) and presently we are working on Pat-

. i g terns and Comparison.

Sr. Aisha Attique
KG Teacher
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CLASS UPDATES: ELEMENTARY

1st Grade

Assalam Alaikum and Welcome to First Grade. It has

been a month since we have started our wonderful ad-
venture together and so far we have spent time on get-
ting to know one another and getting used to the class
schedule.

We have completed our unit on the Human Body in Sci-
ence and the students made full size drawings of them-
selves and identified the major body organs and five
senses.

The first graders have also completed their Social
Studies unit entitled, 0AI
were surprised and excited to learn about the differ-
ences among their peers.

Starting in October we will have a 500 PAGE CHAL-
LENGE, during this challenge the students of 1st and
2nd grade will attempt to read 500 pages in four days to
earn a Pajama Party. We will select the days for the

2nd Grade

In Math the 2nd Grade is learning to build a monthly
calendar and all the time measurements it involves as
well as saying and writing ordinal numbers. They are
also working on representing numbers with tally marks
and groupings by tens.

In Social Studies 2nd grade learned about the various
cultural heritages within our community and the ways
people respect and pass on their traditions and customs.
We will be learning more about how families in the com-
munity borrow customs or tradition from other cultures
in the near future.

about Me." The students
We have the most fun in Science class because we are
learning about the uses of rocks in the world around us.
We have been learning about rocks in terms of their
parts. ( e.g. crystals , grains , cement) and how to sort
rocks based upon color, hardness, texture , layering ,
particle size and type ( e.g. igneous , metamorphic , sedi-
mentary). All of us in 2nd Grade are excited for our up

PAGE6

challenge and inform the parents. coming Rock Collection Project.

This is just the beginning and we look forward to all
your support throughout the year InshaAllah.

This is my first time teaching at Igra Academy and I'm
so glad we are learning and having fun at the same time!

Sr. Hanifa Dhedhy
First Grade Teacher

Sr. Shabana Khan
2nd Grade Teacher

3rd Grade

Children learn best when they build on prior knowledge, especially in Math. At the beginning
of the school year, when children have been away from school for the summer, they might not
recall all that they have learned in the past. Therefore, before they are introduced to new ma-
terial, children need to retrieve previous knowledge for their own sake as well as mine. As the
teacher | can better help the students after seeing a snapshot of their background and capa-
bilities as they begin a new school year. So in Math, we have mostly been reviewing.

In Social Studies, the Third Graders have been learning how geography influences community location and devel-
opment. We are learning about the National Park system in the United States. Through exploration of the parks,
we identify human modifications to the environment, as well as the intended and unintended effects of those modi-
fications. People settle where there are geographical features that help sustain life. We have discussed how com-
munities have adapted to the existing environments and how other communities have modified their environment.

In Science, we have learned about how the shape of Earth and that the moon is spherical.
How the Earth rotates on its axis to produce the appearance of the sun and moon movmg
through the sky. We also learned about moon phases and ; j ‘

where the sun is in the solar system.

And yet, with all the learning that is going on, we still
squeeze in some fun between classes by hula -hooping.

Sr. Murni Mohamed
3d Grade
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Sr. Fia Bartley

4th Grade

Our fourth graders social studies curriculum is on Utah State History. Students will continue
studying how Utah has been shaped by so many diverse people, events, challenges, and ideas.

groups seeking new homes, work, and refuge. As
each culture has come to Utah, Utah has changed.
These changes have had and will continue to have
significant impact on all the people of Utah.

4t Grade Social Studies and Language Arts Teacher

People came to Utah for many reasons and from many different places around the world. The
story of Utah includes American Indians, the Domingues
trappers, Mormon Pioneers, African Americans, Latinos, Polynesians, Chinese, Middle East-
erners, Asians, Japanese, Greeks, and many other

-Escalante exploration, explorers,

about how different genetic traits are passed from parent organisms to their offspring,
and how this affects their survival. Our students should observe, inquire, question,
formulate and test hypotheses, analyze data, report, and evaluate findings, and have
opportunities to plan their own experiments and come to their own conclusions as
well. The most important thing we want, is for our students to enjoy learning about

the science around us!

Sr. Shabnam Siddiqui
5th Grade Science Teacher

5th Grade

Science is a process of gaining knowledge and understanding about the world
around us. At Igra Academy, we want our students to be active learners, by not
just learning about science, but by also doing science. Our 5th grade students will
be following Utah's Core Curriculum, and begin understanding and using the
proper scientific method. They will investigate physical and chemical changes in
matter. They will learn about Earth's constantly changing surface. Begin learning
about the effects of magnetism and electrical forces. They will also begin to learn

Arabic and Islamic Studies (1st through 5th Grade)

Our Arabic classes at Igra include a mixture of hand

Khalig and memorizing Surah Al

writing, vocabulary, dictation, and conver-
sation. We are using the IQRA Arabic
Reader texts and workbooks for grades one
through five.

For Islamic Studies we work on Quran,
sirah, figh, ageeda (tawhid and arkan), and
stories of the Prophets.

We always have lots to do in class, and |
try to make it as fun as possible, here is

just a sampling of what we have been up
to.

In First grade we are talking in sirah about how

Prophet Muhammad (saw) got married to Khadija .
The students recently concluded the figh topic of Al -

-Kafirun.The Second
graders are discussing Iman e Mufassal and
are memorizing Surah Maun and Al Fil, as
well as learning about Prophet Yusuf (as).

Third grade is studying Prophet Yunus and
has memorized Surahs Quraish and Al Adi-
yat. They are also learning about Prophet
Muhammad and the Cave of Hira.

Fourth grade is working on understanding
the Battle of Badr and memorizing Surah

Duha. They are also discussing our belief in injil and
the story of Prophet llyas.

Sr. Manar Marie
Arabic and Islamic Studies Teacher




