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The school year is coming to an end 

and this always puts me in a reflec-

tive mood.   My first thought is how 

privileged I feel to be in a position 

where I get to know the great diver-

sity of our community and the many 

ways that people have been contrib-

uting to the success of our school.   I 

so appreciate the Board and the per-

sonal sacrifices I know they are 

making to serve us in many ways.   I 

appreciate the staff who have been 

put to task this year, trying to coop-

erate with a new style and new ex-

pectations of them; they have buck-

led down and shown their resiliency 

and their commitment to the chil-

dren entrusted to them.   Every day I 

am impressed with the parents who 

show up so loyally, making the extra 

effort to drive their children from all 

over the city in order to provide 

them with a good education based in 

a sound foundation of Islamic val-

ues. 

 

All of us whom I have mentioned 

are also enfolded in a larger, often 

invisible community, who regularly 

make substantial contributions, on a 

monthly basis or as needed.   Most of 

these silent supporters do not even 

have children attending the school, 

but they share our vision of what 

this type of education can mean to 

our future.   You might think that all 

of these private supporters are 

wealthy and give to us out of their 

excess, but that is not the case.   

Every month I cry when I open a 

particularly special envelope that 

always has just the $5 or $10 dollars 

in it that the person can afford to 

send us, but send us he always does, 

and from his social security.  

 

Even more than this, I am touched 

by the parents who come to me pri-

vately, asking would I mind if they 

pay the rent first before they bring 

me the tuition for their children, 

and who always show up later, with 

the hard cash in hand.   Their chil-

dren are often the ones who are do-

ing the best in their class, and who 

may be the ones in the future who 

are giving back to, and even taking 

care of us.  In the face of this kind of 
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dedication, who could ever say that 

Iqra serves only those who can afford 

it. To make this opportunity avail-

able to all who value it is the reason 

we ceaselessly try to raise funds, and 

the reason we ask the support of the 

community's Zakat fund, to support 

just these types of families.  

 

On a different note, I am sincerely 

hoping that the families and children 

who feel they are benefiting from our 

efforts will return to us.   For their 

sake we are sending the teachers for 

special three -day training during the 

summer months to update and hone 

their skills and tools for teaching the 

curriculum.  Returning teachers and 

staff will be starting early in the next 

school year to prepare for their 

classes.  Until then, this will be the 

last newsletter you will receive.   We 

also hope that our teachers and staff 

will use the summer months to get a 

well -deserved break and gather their 

energy for the coming year.  

 

Wan R. Ismail -Ebling  

Principal  
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CALENDAR 10 

           End of the Year Celebration 

      Date: May 27th from 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

All Iqra families are invited to come and celebrate the end of 

the school year at Chuck E. Cheese.  Mark your calendars, 

15% of  all money spent will go back to Iqra Academy.  



TEACHER SPOTLIGHT: Sr. Tamara Jabari  

 PTO   
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The last PTO meeting for the school year was held Saturday, May 1 st.  We discussed many 

important upcoming events. Alhamdulillah we had a good turnout, there were 17 people 

that attended. We would like to thank all of the parents that attend and continually show 

their support to Iqra.  

 

We discussed many things including: Teacher Appreciation Week, Iqra Awareness Event, 

Summer Camp, End of the Year Celebration, Cookbook, Open positions in PTO, and 

changes in Tuition & Fee Schedule for the upcoming school year.   

 

I am very happy that the parents are becoming more involved, and are showing their con-

cern for Iqra. However, we all need to keep in mind the reason why we have the PTO. I 

would like to reemphasis the mission of the PTO. Our mission statement is to unify the 

schoolõs diverse cultures through positive communication between Parents, Teachers, and 

Administration. Uniting together with commitment and dedication we will, Insha Allah, 

build a strong foundation in our studentõs education and for the future of our school.  We 

need to build bridges, instead of barriers. InshaAllah.  

 

Sr. Tamara Jabari  

PTO President  

Sr. Tamara Jabari, or Noor as she prefers to be called, 

wears many hats at Iqra, she is the Administrative As-

sistant, the 3 rd  grade Math teacher, and the PTO Presi-

dent.  She has an Associateõs Degree in Criminal Justice 

and is pursuing her Bachelorõs.  She has been a parent 

at Iqra for five years, and has worked at Iqra since May 

of 2008, when she started as the 3 rd  grade teacher.  

 

Sr. Tamara reverted to Islam about ten years ago and, 

òAs I continue to apply the Islamic lifestyle into my life, I 

see how important it is to raise my children as pious 

Muslims. Parents have the duty and responsibility to 

provide their children with an Islamic education, and 

that is why I sought an Islamic school for my children.  

Iqra Academy has been a place for both me and my chil-

dren to grow spiritually,ó she said. 

 

Working in so many capacities at the school does take a 

toll on her, she often spends, including her working 

hours, more than nine hours a day on school and school 

related activities.  Other challenges she encounters regu-

larly involve getting the community and parentsõ sup-

port and involvement.  As an administrator, she said, òI 

would like to see the school community be more involved 

at Iqra. Iqra is the only Islamic school in the Salt Lake 

Valley and regardless of each memberõs preference to 

which organization they belong to or are supportive of, 

each of us needs to see the importance of investing in the 

future of our community.ó   

 

And as a teacher, òThe biggest challenge is probably the 

challenge of having the teacher and parent work as a 

team because when the parent does not work with the 

teacher and the communi-

cation is not open, the child 

can fall behind academi-

cally,ó she said. 

 

The benefits exist too, òI 

feel that I have learned a 

lot about how diverse this 

community really is, and I 

have gained so much 

knowledge from every ex-

perience at Iqra Academy. 

Alhamdulillah,ó she said.  She has learned Sabr from 

the kids, both in her class and in the school as a whole, 

and ultimately, òThe biggest reward, inshaAllah, will 

come from Allah (swt).ó 

 

Concerning her work with the PTO, she is òhappy that 

more parents recently have taken an active roleó and 

hopes we can build bridges to help Iqra Academy 

through the many programs the PTO has formed.  She 

said, òand in the future, I hope more parents will volun-

teer to help lead the PTO.ó 

 

As for now she is doing her best to ensure that, òThe 

students feel a sense of comfort at Iqra and that Iqra is 

providing a friendly Islamic environment for the stu-

dents when they come each day.ó 

 

There is not enough space to list all that Sr. Tamara 

does for the school and to thank her for it all.  We can 

only ask Allah to reward her and her family in this 

duniya and in the aqirah, ameen.  
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And Say: Can You Put On Equal Footing Those Who Are 

Learned With Those Who Are Not Learned?  

(Surah 39: Ayah 9) 

IQRA ACADEMYõS 
AWARENESS DINNER  

Please join us for dinner and an evening of  learning 
about our community's full-time Islamic school! 

When: Saturday May 8, 2010 at 6:00 

Where: Sons of  Utah Pioneers Building 

         3301 East 2930 South 

 Ticket Prices  

 $10/Person 

 $40 for a family of  4 or more 

Iqra Academy of  Utah    

1293 West 2200 South West Valley, UT 84119- 5060   

(801) 886-2310    

www.Iqra-Utah.org  

Purchase your tickets at Iqra Academy, 
from Board Members and Staff,               

inshaAllah we will see you there! 



 

 

The Pre-School class enjoys a warm day outside to pose for an updated class picture, and play on the grass.  

Our Pre -K class has been 

full of excitement.   This 

month we have studied 

cleanliness, and how it is 

emphasized in Islam.  The 

students were very inter-

ested about all the different 

ways to keep clean and to 

learn that it also prevents 

us from getting sick.  

  

The students are also learn-

ing about different careers.   

This past week we started 

"Community Helper Week."  

Community helpers are going to be visiting the class and 

explaining how their careers also benefit the community, 

our class has already had the West Valley Fire Depart-

ment come in and show us how their job and services are 

essential to the community.   The children enjoyed the 

Firefighters and asked many questions.  We also had Dr. 

Amira Hasan, a dentist, come in and show us how to 

take care of our teeth.    

 

Our class is preparing for the in school graduation cere-

mony for the end of the year, we hope you will come and 

support our Pre -K students who will be completing an 

important phase in 

their academic ca-

reers. 

 

Sr. Hanifa Dhedhy  

Pre-K Teacher                 

In April, Kindergarten went 

on a trip to Murray Library. 

This trip was arranged to 

make children aware of the 

importance of libraries and 

to encourage them to make 

reading a habit.  

 

April 22 nd was Earth 

Day and Kindergar-

ten did various ac-

tivities related to 

this day.  

 

Our last reading 

theme for the year 

will be A World of Animals. All of the Read Aloud and 

Big Book stories the children will listen to are about ani-

mals. Children will focus on recognizing and writing the 

letter  j  and also indentify the sound it represents.  

 

In Math we will soon be starting a new topic, subtrac-

tion, and in Social Studies we will be learning about na-

tional symbols.  

 

Sr. Aisha Attique      

                       Kindergarten Teacher  
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