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Celebrating 10 years of Educating Utah Muslims

A Message from the Principal

As | write this in January 2010 (to
be published in February), with a
new calendar nearby, | am re-
minded of other Januaries --snowy
ones in Utah, warm ones elsewhere.
The pleasure of starting a new year,
with fresh hopes and ideas for what
is to come. The annual battle be-
tween my brain and my hand, when
my hand automatically completes
writing the old year while my brain
is saying, oOoWait!
there now?é

A decade ago, when | was training
my hand to write
01999,6 | had
dreamed about being able to send
my children to an Islamic school. |
had no idea then, that others in the
community were already making
plans and taking action to establish
Igra Academy, Utah's first fulltime
Islamic school. Alhamdulillah, we
are now in the middle of our 10 t
academic year fi still teaching chil-
dren of the community, and still dis-

o

occa

covering ways to connect Igra with
the Muslims throughout the valley.
Our oldest alumni, who were in kin-
dergarten during our first year, are
now in high school; and some of our
students who are fourth -graders
nowf were born after Igra started
operation in October 2000.

For Igra Academy, the changing of
the year, and the decade, comes
with a significant change in our
leadership and governance. With
the support of the community, the
previous Boards of Directors, and
the will of Allah, Igra has continued
to survive and succeed as an ele-
mentary school, opening its doors to
our young students again for the
2009-2010 academic year.

Now with our present Board, plans
are being made for Igra's doors to be
opened to more of the community as
well. The Board is planning to make
better use of the school facilities by
arranging for classes and other ac-

tivities during the weekend and eve-
ning hours. We have a large class-
room suitable for meetings or work-
shops, and our computer lab's recent
update makes it suitable for training
in topics ranging from introductory
computing, up through network or
cluster computing workshops. The
goal is for Igra Academy to host
events that will directly benefit com-
munity members of all ages.

Please help us as we enter Igra’s sec-
ond decade, by sending me an e-mail,
or calling me at school (810 -886-
2310), to tell me what you would like
to start using the school for, during
2010. Or inform any of the Board
members of your ideas. As we begin
this year, the current Board is con-
sidering a number of possibilities,

and wants to get input and feedback
from the entire community, so In-
shaAllah Igra Academy can better
serve the needs of everyone.

Wan R. Ismail -Ebling
Principal

JOIN THE

on Wednesday, February 10th at 5 pm

comes on time, we will be done before maghrib.

At our January meeting we decided to have a bake sale
of sorts and sell food on Saturday, February 20th

PTO: Upcoming Events

| g r BT@deld its monthly
meeting on January 27th and
Alhumdulillah we had a total of
six people attend the meeting.
We want to see more parents
attend and get involved so
please plan on attending the next meeting. It will be

Health Fair

if everyone
help. InshaAllah!

to

raise funds during the Board
sponsored Free Community

at Igra Academy. We
are looking for volunteers to help
us out with this event, and also
many other future events. Please
see the front desk to fill out a sur-
vey and let us know how you can

Sr. Tamara Jabari
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Noorart for sale, as well as original paint-
ings, Islamic calligraphy, clothing, hijabs,
— and more.

In addition
| to all the

| parents and
| community
members

{ that sup-

d ported the
fair and purchased items, the PTO would
also like to thank those who were willing to
donate a portion of their profits to the PTO.
Alhumdulillah, we were able to raise enough
money to start the Afternoon Arabic Tutor-
ing Program at Igra for students needing
additional help in Arabic.

To keep it running however, and to help fund
future endeavors we need your help. There
is a donation box at the front desk for PTO
programs/events, please donate to assist
PTO in continuing our mission of improving
our school, inshaAllah.

PTO Coordinator:
Tamara Jabari
Email: tjabari@live.co
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Contact the front
desk to see how you
can help/volunteer

at Igra Academy.

JazakumAllah
Khair!

:school and mashaAllah we have been getting

a good response from parents willing to help

r;]us with this program. InshaAllah this pro-
1 gram will continue with everyone's support.

Thanks to all the
parents who have
donated healthy
shacks lately.
JazakumAllah
Khair! We know that our students can bene-
fit in many ways by eating healthier.
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A Left: Mrs. Fia Solia dis-
" 4 cusses tips for reading to
% y 1st and 2nd graders.

’ Below: Sr. Norzela Cor-
[~ “> I nelius demonstrates how
;x_

to read to 3rd and 4th
graders.

Family Literacy Night

On January 6th, mashaAllah we had a good turnout of parents eager to learn new ways to
read and make books a part o
breaking out into specific age oriented demonstrations, Sr.
Wan welcomed parents and discussed the benefits of read-
ing to children in any language. She talked about how
books are a great way to i
family, increase pride in
importance of children seeing their parents read.

Once in the groups the parents withessed how to read to
the various age groups and were then free to ask questions,
browse the book fair, and record
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Scholastic and Ilqgra Acﬂad" *: IIOAtoﬁJtpPGf(ﬂmeetmgmDecemberwe dis-
sored lqgrads first '.300‘;) f&5h§cfu'ssedtt“h°e i mportance |of
weeks of January. Completg with Scholastic é, b"’ - \X healthier foods at snack time. We asked par-
books, there were also Islamic products from l'es.lo » ents to start donating healthy snacks to the

T

PTO is happy to sponsor Afternoon
Tutoring from 3:00-4:00 p.m.

Above: Sr. Lauri Patel shows Arabic: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays
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