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IQRA 

Dua given by the Principal, Sr. Wan 

Ismail-Ebling, to the staff on the 

first day of the new school year, 

Monday, August 23, 2010. 

 

Bismillahi Rahman ir Raheem,   

 

We are gathered here as a team to-

day about to begin another year of 

inspiring the young hearts and 

minds of our Ummah in this valley.  

We are humbled to be given this gift 

of ibadah with fellow sisters who are 

here with the same noble intention. 

 

O Allah, we want to please you and 

you alone in whatever we do.  We 

need your guidance and hidaya to 

remain steadfast in continuing to 

serve the children and their families 

in ways that are pleasing to you.  We 

ask that our good intentions, hard-

work, and perseverance bear fruits 

that are beneficial for them and our 

community. 

 

O Allah, grant us the wisdom to find 

the ease of getting along with each 

other so we can remain focused in 

doing our task at hand.   

 

O Allah bestow on us a little time 

out of our day to once again be our-

selves, students of Islam.   

 

O Allah we want to feel, think and 

act in ways that are pleasing to you. 

 

O Allah we know for certain that only 

with your mercy we can accomplish 

what we set out for.  We ask that you 

grant us your mercy continuously. 

 

O Allah make our challenges bear-

able for us, block those who seek to 

hinder us and move those who sup-

port us to act.   

 

O Allah grant us the support that you 

know is good for us, as we  don’t 

know what you know.   

 

O Allah grant us strong iman, good 

health, halal rizk, and perseverance 

to stay on the straight path. 

 

Ameen. 

A Message from the Principal 

August 2010 

Thank You Parents for All Your Support 
direction the 

school hopes 

to take this 

year.  

Amongst the 

most critical 

perhaps, was 

the decision 

to keep the school at 

its present location for the upcoming school year.  The 

meeting was then opened up for questions and refresh-

ments were served.  Thank you parents for your contin-

ued dedication and support, 

may Allah 

swt rewards 

us all.   

MashaAllah, by the grace and mercy of Allah 

(swt) Iqra Academy of Utah’s parents, staff, 

and supporters had a productive summer of 

showing their commitment to Iqra and Is-

lamic education in Utah.  

 

The first parent meeting at Iqra on July 2, 

2010 brought out about 40 people and our 

gathering at Khadeeja Park on Saturday, July 17th 

brought out about the same number, but involved food, 

speeches, and student presentations. 

 

Sabah Nisar and Mariam Taheer opened with Surah 

Fatiha and future Kindergarteners, Ali  Al-

Mathkor, Iman Nisar, and Aryan Merchant 

sang three nasheeds before the crowd took a 

break for Salat al-Asr.  

 

After Asr, Ryan Merchant recited a surah 

and parents were invited to share their 

thoughts on Iqra Academy.  Board Member 

Syed Nabi also spoke about the goals and 
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Principal:  

Wan R. Ismail-Ebling 

 

Alhamdulillah, I am very grateful 

for the opportunity to continue my 

association with Iqra Academy for 

another year.  During the 30-some 

years that I've been a professional 

educator, I have worked as a 

teacher, school counselor, assistant principal, principal, 

and overseas education coordinator; I've worked full-

time in 5 different government schools in Malaysia, 

earned a Master's degree in Education (Indiana Univer-

sity), and served as a substitute teacher or intern in 8 

different public schools in the US (at elementary, junior 

high, and high school levels).  And that's not counting 

the 9 years that I've worked in various capacities at 

Iqra Academy. 

 

Yet, of all my involvements with education, the greatest 

satisfaction comes from watching  my two sons and 

their classmates from Iqra, as they continue to grow as 

students and as Muslims in our community.  I credit 

their early experiences at Iqra, for their success (so far!) 

in making good academic and social transitions to the 

public school system. 

 

My greatest hope is that our current team at Iqra: 

teachers, support staff, volunteers, parents, and other 

friends of Iqra, will, with the grace of Allah, receive the 

support, resources and energy to resume and continue 

providing that kind of foundation for all our current and 

future students, as well. Allah knows best. 

 

 

 

Administrative Assistant:  

Pam Rivas 

 

My name is Pam Rivas and I work at 

the front desk.  I have experience 

working in a school setting for six 

years prior to returning to Iqra 

Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Resource Teacher: 

Lauri Patel 

 

Assalamalaikum, my name is Lauri 

Patel and I am the Reading Re-

source teacher.  I have been with 

Iqra since it opened, nearly eleven 

years ago.  I have an Early Child-

hood Education Degree (ECE) from 

California and have been teaching for 33 years.  I teach 

reading comprehension, spelling, and vocabulary to 

those students needing extra help. 

 

 

 

Arabic and Islamic Studies 

Teacher for Pre-School—KG: Sol-

tana Hamidat 

 

Assalamalaikum, I am Soltana 

Hamidat, I started working at Iqra 

when I moved to Utah in 2005.  I 

began by substituting and volunteer-

ing.  I have my teaching credentials 

for Elementary Education from Algeria, and I have 

taken some classes in Early Childhood Education in 

California.  Last year while on hiatus from Iqra I re-

turned to school and earned a degree as a Certified 

Nurses Assistant (CNA).  I love to teach, so I am here to 

teach the little Muslims of our Ummah. 

 

 

 

Arabic and Islamic Studies 

Teacher for 1st—5th Grade: 

Manar Marie Mear 

 
 السلام عليكن

I’m Manar Marie and I’ll be teaching 

Arabic and Islamic Studies.  I have a 

Bachelor’s degree from Al Yarmouk 

University in Jordan.  I’ve taught for 

two years in Jordan, and in North 

Carolina I was a volunteer at the Masjid teaching Ara-

bic and Islamic Studies.  This is my first year at Iqra 

and I’m so excited to see what can be accomplished at 

Iqra Academy this year, inshaAllah. 

 

 

Teacher Introductions continued on Page 3 
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2010-11 Iqra Staff Introductions 

Enrollment is still open, don’t wait another day, enroll your 

child/ren at Utah’s only fulltime Islamic School. 



2010-11 Iqra Staff Introductions Continued 
 

Pre-School and Pre-K Teacher: 

Melissa Abouhassan 

 

My name is Missy Abouhassan, I 

have worked with Iqra Academy 

for a total of six years.  I started 

volunteering with the school in 

2003 when my oldest son started at 

Iqra.  When my second son, Adnan, 

started Pre-K, I was Sr. Lauri Patel’s assistant in the 

class.  I worked with Sr. Lauri for four years, and in 

that time had a baby, Mohamed.  Mohamed spent the 

first two years of his life at the school and is now a Pre-

K student himself.  I am very excited this year to be 

teaching PreSchool and Pre-K.  We are going to have a 

great year inshaAllah. 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Teacher: 

Aisha Attique 

 

My name is Aisha Attique and I am 

the Kindergarten teacher.  I have a 

Bachelor’s degree from Pakistan 

and eight years of teaching experi-

ence in Pakistan.  This is my sec-

ond year at Iqra and I am looking 

forward to working with my students and their parents 

to make the children’s year a successful one.  I  believe 

that it is important that we work together as a team, so 

that the students have a positive and rewarding experi-

ence this year. 

 

 

 

First Grade Teacher: 

Hanifa Dhedhy 

 

My name is Hanifa Dhedhy and I 

am the homeroom teacher for first 

grade.  I have been working at Iqra 

for the past three years.  My two 

sons have also been attending Iqra 

for the last three years.  As a par-

ent I love the Islamic values and manners that my chil-

dren have learned at the school.  I hope that all the par-

ents share the same views I do of preparing our chil-

dren first for the akhira and then the duniya.  As a 

teacher I hope to pass this message on to my students, 

in what I hope will be a beneficial and productive year, 

inshaAllah. 

 

 

Second Grade Teacher: 

Shabana Khan 

 

I am Shabana Khan and I am 

teaching Second grade this year.  I 

have a Bachelor’s in Science and 

have previously taught in Dubai.  I 

have two kids. This is my first year 

at Iqra Academy and I’m so excited 

to see what can be accomplished this year. 
 

 

Third Grade Teacher: 

Murni Mohamed 

 

I’m Murni Mohamed and this year 

I’m teaching Third grade Math, 

Science, and Social Studies.  I’ve 

been with Iqra since the school’s 

inception and have taught Pre-

School, Kindergarten, and Second 

Grade over the years.  I have a Bachelor’s degree in 

Economics and Business Administration from Califor-

nia State University and I love teaching little and big 

children.  I look forward to challenging this year’s stu-

dents to perform to their fullest potential. 

 

 

 

Fourth and Fifth Grade 

Teacher:  Fia Bartley 

 

My name is Fia Bartley.  I am 

originally from the Polynesian Is-

land of Samoa. I left home at the 

age of 17 and have been in America 

a long time.  I have four sons and 

13 grandchildren.  I have a B.S. 

degree in Education and have been teaching for 26 

years, with five years at Iqra, and I enjoy it. 

 

 

 

Fourth and Fifth Grade Math 

Teacher: Farkhanda Shahab 

 

My name is Farkhanda Shahab and 

I am the Fourth and Fifth grade 

Math teacher.  I have taught at Iqra 

in the past and it is my intention to 

make a positive difference in the 

children’s learning this year.  My 

daughter currently attends Third grade at Iqra. 
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Everyone is invited to celebrate the beauty of Ramadan by 

coming to the school for Iftar and bringing a dish to share.  

InshaAllah we’ll see you there! 



If you own a business and would like to 

advertise in our monthly newsletter, 

please contact the school or email us at 

iqra_news@yahoo.com for rates and 

more information. 

VOLUNTEER! 

We are always looking for help both in the 
school and behind the scenes.  From helping 

with lunch duty to making copies and planning 
fundraisers to minor repairs around the 

school.  Please let us know if you would like to 
help and what you can offer, inshaAllah it will 

be mutually beneficial and rewarding. 

The Smith's Earn & Learn  

Program  
A terrific way to generate additional dollars 

for Iqra Academy is simply by using your 

Fresh Values card every time you shop at 

Smith's! It's easy! Simply enroll in the 

Smith's Earn & Learn program by picking up 

an enrollment barcode at the school and hav-

ing the Smith's checker link your  

Value/Rewards Card  

the next time you  

check-out at Smith's.  

If you have  

participated in Smith's 

Earn & Learn before,  

you must re-enroll  

each year.  

There are lots of ways to help Iqra Academy by just doing what 

you normally do.  Please take a few minutes to  see if you can cut 

some Box Tops off food packages you already have, or can have 

your Smith’s Fresh Values or Rewards cards scanned to give 

Iqra cash back.  You can also submit some of your obligatory za-

kat to Iqra or volunteer your time.  Please help in anyway you 

can, and may Allah (swt) reward you. 
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Iqra Academy benefits from Box Tops for Education.  

You can find the Box Top Logo on many items you pur-

chase everyday, if you cut out the 

logo and turn it into the school we 

get 10 cents.   

So please, help us earn some easy 

money, that can go a long way to 

help our school, and drop off your 

Box Tops today. 

EASY WAYS TO HELP IQRA 

Wish List 
Paper Towels Hand Sanitizer 

Tissue Boxes Art Supplies 

Clorox Wipes Lysol Spray 

Bookshelves Band-Aids 

Digital Camera Small Paper Cups 

Healthy Snacks 
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Tickets are available at Iqra Academy’s front desk, get yours today! 

http://msauu.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/Poster2face.jpg


There are many ways you can support your child’s learning and school.  Here are a few ideas: 

¶ Spend a few minutes every evening looking over handouts your student brings home.  Fill 

out forms to return the next day. 

¶ Contact your student’s teacher immediately if you see a problem.  Working together will 

help your child succeed. 

¶ Attend conferences, parent meetings, and school events regularly. 

¶ Encourage your youngster to treat studying as a daily assignment, not just something 

to be done before a test. 

¶ Narrate everyday activities like driving and cooking to help build your child’s vocabu-

lary. 

¶ Encourage your child to join family conversations.  Ask follow up questions to encour-

age them to expand their answers. 

¶ Try to read to your child (in any language) everyday for 10 to 15 minutes. 

¶ Visit the library and take turns choosing books. 

Parent Power 

Parent Page 

Thank You to XMISSION for providing 

Iqra Academy with FREE internet      
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Friend Iqra Academy on 

Facebook and get all the 

latest news and  

information. 



August/September 2010 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  23 

First Day of 

School 

Welcome 

24 25 26 27    Early Dismissal 

1:00 p.m. 
Iqra & MSU U of U 

presents Iftar (Potluck) 

Dinner & Deen show 

(movie) @ 7:00 p.m. 
Here at Iqra Academy. 

Everyone Invited. 

28 

29 30 31 1 2 3 

Early Dismissal 1:00 

p.m. 

MSA Fast A Thon 

4 

5 6 

Labor Day 

End of Ramadan 

& Eid 

Holidays.  No 

School 

7 

  

End of Ramadan 

& Eid 

Holidays.  No 

School 

8 

  

End of Ramadan 

& Eid 

Holidays.  No 

School 

9 

  

End of Ramadan 

& Eid 

Holidays.  No 

School 

10 

  

End of Ramadan & 

Eid 

Holidays.  No 

School 

11 

12 13 14 15 

Back to School 

Night 

5:00 p.m. to 

7:00 p.m. 

16 17 

Early Dismissal 

1:00 p.m. 

18 

Eid Party at 

Iqra. 

more informa-

tion 

to follow 

19 

Eid Celebration 

at the 

City Library 

20 21 22 23 

First Day of Au-

tumn 

24 

Early Dismissal 

1:00 p.m. 

25 

26 

 

27 28 29 30     

HOW TO CONTACT US:  
 

Phone: 801-886-2310 

Fax: 801-886-2311 

 

1293 West 2200 South Suite B 

West Valley City, Utah 84119 

Check us out online at: www.iqra-utah.org 

For comments, critiques,  

suggestions, or contribu-

tions to the newsletter, 

please email:   

iqra_news@yahoo.com 


