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A Message from the Principal

It's April already, which means we
have only two more months of this
school year. This is the time when
teachers are busy covering the final
topics in the curriculum, and pre-
paring students for the end -of-year
state tests (CRTS). It is also the time
when school administrators are an-
nouncing plans for the upcoming
2010-2011 school year and parents
preregister their children in the

next grade.

While it may sound like we have

just one more hill to climb, and can
then coast on to the end of the year --
actually the opposite is true. This

has been a year of many changes,
yet much remains to be done. As a
school community we have not yet
accomplished all we set out to do

last fall, because we set high goals
for our school and ourselves.

We started this year with a new
board, a new administration, and
have had other personnel changes
as well. We have been building mo-
mentum with the help of our numer-
ous volunteers; the energetic Board,
our very active Parent Teacher Or-
ganization, our many and varied
volunteers, as well as our staff, stu-
dents, and their parents.

In addition to the progress we have
made in student instruction and the
learning environment, Iqra Acad-
emy has hosted a Book Fair, a well -
attended Health Fair for the com-
munity, a Family Movie Night, and
most recently, weekly Sunday
classes in Arabic and Qur'an. We

are looking at various options for
ensuring that the building can be
utilized during non -school hours by
other parts of our community.

Although Igra has survived so far,
and the number of stu-
dents served by the
school has increased,
the school needs addi-
tional financial
onouri shment
tinue operations. Since

it costs little to add stu-
dents to existing

classes, we have at-
tempted to serve all the
students in the commu-
nity who want to attend
the grades available at
Igra Academy. How-
ever, many families lack the fi-
nances to pay their share of their
students' expenses. Other families
have been unable to pay their stu-
dents' tuition on time. Since we

have few donations that come in
routinely, we recently had to make
the difficult decision to delay paying
our teachers and staff, because the
money wasn't available. And that is
something we cannot continue to do.

As the school principal, the most
difficult part of my job is handling
the tension of getting enough fund-
ing to meet each month's payroll
and building expenses. | will gladly
remain at Igra as school principal, if
| am wanted, but | do dread the
strain of trying to meet all our stu-
dents' needs, with insufficient funds.

Please support

Igra Academy,
with your words
and your actions,
with your dollars

and your du'as,
and invite your
friends and
colleagues to do
the same.

How you can help: As a 501(c)3 or-
ganization, donations to Igra are tax -
deductible, and benefit many stu-
dents. We welcome your monthly
contributions for as little as $25/
month via our automatic withdrawal
pledges. We can also
accept zakat to help
pay for eligible stu-
dents' tuition, and
would particularly wel-
come contributions to
the zakat fund in this
season. The Igra Acad-
emy website now con-
tains a link that allows
us to accept donations
through PayPal's sys-
tem (contributions via
credit cards or PayPal
accounts). However, we
must pay a small fee for processing,
whereas receiving direct contribu-
tions allows us to use the entire
amount for school needs.

Please support Igra Academy, with
your words and your actions, with
your dollars and your du'as, and in-
vite your friends and colleagues to do

the same. - —
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90‘“"’?»6 PTO WANTS YOUR RECIPES
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& 27 “s = Itistime for the Igra PTO Cookbook Project that we talked about in our

e *% g " :" last meeting to be put into action.
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‘Qéé&\b :’{;‘" o" We need all parents, Board members, community members, and friends of
lllesjo ;90‘ the school to submit their favorite recipe by  Friday, April 16th to

igrapto@gmail.com  or you can submit a copy to Sr. Tamara at the front desk.

NEXT PTO MEETING:Thursday, April 8th at 6X00Y;
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NEW PHYSICAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM

from the University of |dmuahj aibn, kSro wiAnigs htah asta
ways open to learn new things because | believe learning are satisfied with the learning of
is a never ending process. o6 the kids, al humd

said. Her students are reading,
While she 0l oves teaching kiwitng, and domgwellio mash, s
ing is a challenge. O0Teac hitoogmashsAllah. bi g responsi [
teachers are the role -models for the students. To teach

reward you for all you do.

Nearly 22 percent of elementary The comprehensive, eight -week pro- and this new STEP
school students in Utah are over- gram includes easy -to-implement Express program.
weight or at risk of becoming over- lessons that cover the state core cur- Students in Kinder-
weight, according to the i _riculum and assessments garten through
Utah Department of Health. IR te )t aa that reward student partici- Fourth grade have

pation. It encourages chil- been given their Fit-
Today, overweight children _ dren to be more active and ness Passports to
have about an 80 percent L 4 3 healthy. record how much LA
chance of becoming over- 1’ - they are exercising
weight or obese adults. - The students also track each week, and after their parents
Causes of the increased obe- P their physical activity in sign the information and return it to
sity rates include unhealthy S T e P fitness challenges that com- school, the student who exercises
food choices, too little exer- ExprEss plement the Presidential the most will receive a prize from
cise or activity, and un- = Fitness program. These the PTO.
healthy lifestyle behaviors. challenges help them become aware

of their fitness levels and learn ways So on your mark, get set, go!
A team of health educators and a to improve.
registered nurse at SelectHealth Get up and start W
along with representatives from the Sr. Lia Keenan, Amerasia's (KG) exercising! r-\gﬁyfq.’ R
Granite School District designed the mother, has graciously volunteered ur(c:;: J
STEP Express program. to help us out on Fridays with P.E. —
TEACHER SPOTLIGHT: Sr. Aisha Attique
Sr. Aisha Attique joined the Igra team last year as the Sr. Aishads take
Kindergarten teacher. Prior to coming to Igra she had deavor of arming her Kinder-
taught Kindergarten for eight years in Lahore, Pakistan. garteners with the skills needed
to meet new challenges. She

With degrees in Political Science and Home Economics finds a sense of accomplishment

young kids we have to come to their mental level to un- As for the future she hopes to return to Igra next year
derstand their psychology, every child has different ap- as she oO0loves the kids and
proach towards things, 6 she sshae ds,ai dio weSvheer ,woiunl dh earl

actions with the students she has also learned from a playground, a proper gym,
them to relax a bit, and have a more carefree approach

and no worries attitude. Keep up the great work Sr. Aisha and may Allah (swt)
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Special Edition

Movie Night Recap

MashaAllah, Movie Night on Friday, March 19th at the Ray Olpin Union on

the University of Utah campus was well attended and successful. With the

over 13 crowd watching Amreeka and the younger kids watching Muhammad:
b The Last Prophet , families were able to support Igra while enjoying some en-
omS tertainment.

InshaAllah the next event will be a fundraiser, information will be out soon.

Left: Sr. Wan taking
tickets and selling hi-
jabs, jewelry, and handi-
crafts to raise funds for

the school.

Right: The children play
after watching their
movie and eating pizza.

SUNDAY ARABIC SCHOOL.:
One -on -One with Sr. Suzanne Sbaih
What is your role at the Ara- dren how to write them. For th
bic Sunday School? Through with Arabic Letterd. 6
| am the coordinator and a LevelOne, We ar e f ol | owArngb idaAd djadl W
teacher. one and two textbooks and workbooks. We also use
OArabic Letters Activity Bdqok.
How many students are en- Level Two, We wuse OAbadaddaAdl Vol umes
rolled? and four, and O0Shapes and Horm
13. We have four students in the Level Three, We are foll owAngbiodal bu
pre-one level, three students in level one, one student in Love Arabico Book one, textboo
level two, one student in level three and four in level four. OLetds Read & Write Arabicgqg Bo
Levelfour, We are usindfrabhialbu BAlo k
What are your objectives, both individually and as textbook and workbook, in gdddi
a school program? Write Arabicd Book two.
First, I am looking for the students to love Islam and love
each other for the sake of Allah. | also would love to see In addition to these five levels, we are planning to have
young children read fr om t h eandfherrclésa for oldes beginmdr students if dnpregsstere
young Hafiz. Parents help their kids memorize the short We also read Arabic stories for all levels.
surahs but they dondt do it according to the rules of |[Ta-
jweed and Tarteel. Therefore, | would like to teach the Who are the teachers at the school?
students how to follow the rules of recitation to read the Sister Soltana is teaching the pre -one level. Sister
Qur dan correctly. Manar is teaching level one, Sister Sirwa is teaching

both levels two and three, and | teach level four.
What is the curriculum?

The curriculum is the most important component in any What do you wish the community knew about the
school, so a lot of thought went into it. program?
| wish the community would know about the working
For the Qurdéan, we teach t heandsoccesseotthe proggamisd aa to atteact mard atten-h e
Qur dan. I teach | evel f our Tiananddunding towasdsib Masy in csircomsntnityd e n t |s
wi || be able to read the Qu rwishtto eneltoed chifdiemiga program shoh asrthisl e s| o f
Tajweed and Tarteel. For the Arabic program, different and by informing our community of it, it will only en-
levels have different books, and they are as follows: hance and strengthen the program.

Pre -one level , We teach the Arabic alphabet with the
correct pronunciation of the letters and also teach chil- Continued on Page 7: Sr. Suzanne Sbaih




